Intraocular lens implantation after atopic cataract surgery decreases incidence of postoperative retinal detachment.
To investigate the efficacy of intraocular lens (IOL) implantation in reducing the incidence of postoperative retinal detachment after cataract surgery in patients with atopic dermatitis. Retrospective review. One hundred sixty-nine eyes of 126 patients who underwent cataract surgery for atopic cataract were followed for more than 1 year. None of the eyes previously had a retinal detachment or retinal detachment surgery. The eyes were divided into 132 eyes of 95 patients with an IOL implantation (IOL group) and 37 eyes of 31 patients without an IOL implantation (aphakia group). The postoperative visual acuity and incidence of postoperative retinal detachment were compared between the 2 groups. The effects of the location of the causative retinal breaks, intraoperative posterior capsule rupture, and postoperative posterior capsulotomy on the incidence of retinal detachments were evaluated. The postoperative corrected visual acuity, incidence of postoperative retinal detachment, and influence of intraoperative posterior capsule rupture on the retinal detachment. The final visual acuity was better than or equal to 20/20 in 128 eyes (97.0%) of the IOL group and in 29 eyes (78.4%) of the aphakia group (P = 0.0007). Retinal detachment after an uncomplicated cataract surgery occurred in 3 eyes (2.3%) of the IOL group and in 8 eyes (25.8%) of the aphakia group (P<0.0001, Mantel-Cox). Two of 3 eyes (66.7%) in the IOL group and 1 of 8 eyes (16.7%) in the aphakia group that later developed a retinal detachment had an intraoperative posterior capsule rupture. Posterior capsulotomy by yttrium-aluminum-garnet laser did not seem to alter the incidence of postoperative retinal detachment in either the IOL (2.0%) or the aphakia group (25.0%). The rate of postoperative retinal detachment in eyes with IOL and no intraoperative posterior capsule rupture seems to be low. Intraocular lens implantation with capsular bag fixation may reduce the incidence of postoperative retinal detachment triggered by lens surgery for atopic cataract.